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Mission: Enhance sustainability of Michigan’s 
Great Lakes coasts 
 
Activities:  Research, Education and Outreach 
 
Focus Areas:  
 Sustainable  Coastal Communities & Economies 
 Healthy Coastal Ecosystems  
 Safe & Sustainable Seafood  
 Coastal Hazard Resilience 



MI Sea Grant Field Offices 

Southgate 

Mt. Clemens Grand Haven 

Traverse City 
Tawas City 

Marquette 



Lake St. Clair / Anchor Bay 



GLRI-DU 
 Grant Amount:   
 $974,037 of federal GLRI funding via the U.S. EPA; 

DU contributed $25,000 of eligible match 
 Partners:   
 Michigan DNR, Michigan Sea Grant/MSU, U.S. EPA, 

SEMCOG, Clay Twp., Ira Twp., Wildlife and Wetlands 
Solutions, Inc., and several private landowners 

 Timeline:   
 Grant awarded to DU on 8/23/2010.  Education and 

outreach is currently ongoing.  We anticipate a final 
prescribed burn on Michigan DNR lands followed by 
monitoring and final reporting to EPA to be complete 
by the grant period end date of 6/30/2014. 



GLRI-DU 
 Goals:  
 Treat 1,200 acres of invasive Phragmites on both public and 

private lands on Anchor Bay and the St. Clair Flats.   
 Treatment includes a combination of aerial and ground 

herbicide application followed by spot treatment and 
burning or mowing.   

 Additional goals include offering education opportunities 
and outreach to local communities regarding Phragmites 
control and spread.   

 This effort builds on several Phragmites successes in the 
area, including the Lake St. Clair Coastal Project (funded by 
the National Coastal Wetlands Conservation) that treated 
864 acres of Phragmites. 

 



 Research 
 Project Development 
 Treatment 
 Monitoring 
 Follow-up Treatment 

Education 
and 
Outreach 

 Education & Outreach 

Project Elements 



Why Education & Outreach? 

 Increase Capacity 
 Increase Awareness 
 Build Support 
 Spread the Science 
 Eliminate Duplication 
 Distill Complicated 

Information 
 Set the Stage for 

Future Funding 
 Generate Positive 

Media Buzz 
 
 



 Fact Sheets 
 Maps 
 Posters 
 Presentations 
 Photos/Graphics 
Workshops 
 Events/Celebrations 

Tools 
 Curriculum 
Websites 
 Displays/Signage 
 Video 
 Media Materials 
 Booklets 
 Stakeholder Groups 



Workshops/Meetings 

• Public Meetings 
• Teacher Training 
• Land Manager Workshops 
• Private Landowner Workshops 



Impacts to Wildlife 

 Negatively impacts 
specialists 
 Increases in some 

generalists 
 Changes in food web 
 Changes in wetland 

use (nesting/brood 
rearing) 
 



Impacts to Human Values 
 Recreation 
 Property values 
 Aesthetics 
 Infrastructure 



Herbicides 
Water approved formulation 
 Glyphosate / Imazapyr  
 Adjuvant & dye 
 Application method – site specific 
 Boom sprayer 
 Backpack sprayer 
 Hand swiping 
 Aerial treatment 

 Alternation of herbicides to avoid 
resistance 



Selected Samples 



Fact Sheets 



Fliers 



Booklets 



Outdoor Interpretive Signage 



Graphics 



Media Announcements 



Portable Displays 
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 Fact Sheets 
 Maps 
 Posters 
 Presentations 
 Photos/Graphics 
Workshops 
 Events/Celebrations 

Tools 
 Curriculum 
Websites 
 Displays/Signage 
 Video 
 Media Materials 
 Booklets 
 Stakeholder Groups 



Mary Bohling 
bohling@msu.edu    (313) 410-9431 

www.miseagrant.umich.edu 



Mary Bohling, email: bohling@msu.edu 
  

Great Lakes Phragmites Collaborative: 
 www.greatlakesphragmites.net 
 email: phragmites@glc.org  

Twitter:  GLPhragCollaborative (@GLPhrag) 
 Facebook:  Great Lakes Phragmites Collaborative 
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